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Issue #6 March, 1988
MESSAGE FROM AFRO

In my last correspondence with AFRO I was informed that Mrs.
Lorenzen was very 1ill. There were hopes that she would be in a
condition of health that would allow her to resume her duties as
editor and memory bank for publishing the bulletin.
Unfortunately, this now appears to be an impossibility with her
doctor advising a complete rest from any responsibility. Let's
keep her in ouwr pravyvers.

RADIO-TV LOG

January 13 - Faul Cerny and Budd Hopkins were guests on Channel
5. KFIX, Feople Are Talking

VIS EEEI RO Eudd Hopkins was a guest on the Wil Shriner Show,
NEC .
March 14 - FRril kKlass and Stan Friedman were guests aon Fecople

Are Talking, WOR-TV, New York.
March 18 - Faul Cerny and Tom Fage were guests on KCES radico.

Mawreh g1 = "The UFO Incident" was aired on Channel &, Rhode
Island, 4:00 p.m. .

CASE REFORT |

On March 21, 1988 I received an unconfirmed report from
Dave H. of Duxbury, MA. While listening to Boston WREOD radio
talk program, a UFO report was mentioned on the 1:00 p.m.
newscast on Sunday, March 20. It was amounced that an airline
travelling along the Scuth Carclina cocast was paced by an
wknown object. The crew and passengers all observed the
object. The pilaot toock evasive action and asked the air traffic
controllerse 1f they had an cbject on radar. They responded
"megative". PBoth the crew and passengers lost sight of the
cbiject when the pilot maneuvered the aircraft away from the
obJect.

A second airline, destination Boston. was travelling north
along the Scuth Carclina cocast and was monitoring the
transmissions. When the air traffic controller asked the first
airliner if the object was still pacing the aircraft, the pilot
responded "negative'". The object then appeared along side the
second aircraft and was cobserved by that crew and all the
passengers. Duwration of sighting was 15 minutes. End of
report. We are attempting to locate more data on this report.

NEW EOOH

UFO_AEDUCTIONS A_DANGEROUS GAME by Fhilip J. Klass.
Note: The New York Times book review on Feb. 28, 1988 listed
Communion (paperback) as number one.

CONFERENCE

The UFO Experiénce conference, sponscred by Fsi Symposium,
affiliate of the Unitarian—-Universalist Chuwch, an crganization
interested in investigating parancrmal phencmena, MNew Age
realities and haolistic living — and now UFO's. Conference
dates: May 6 & 7, 1988 at the Best Western Motel, Route 128,
Waltham, MA. Scheduled speakers are: Rev. Richard Fewkes (Fsi
Sympasium), John White (topic: from cuter space to inner space),
Raymond Fowler (topic: The Andreasson Affair), Dave Webb (sclar
physicist and investigator), Marianne Shenefield (abductee),
Diana DeSimone (abductee and MUFON investigatcocr), Budd Hopkins
(author: Intruders). For further information call:

SN =89 D=7 M.
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K. there I3 definitely something scrange
going oo in Gulf Breeze, Fla. The two most
likely explanations are:
1. Somebody s perpetrating a hoax and
a bunch of other people, through
" loexpeneoce, imagiostion or ignorance, are (alling for it
2. Intelligent deings {rom eisewhere in the universe,
driviog cralt with fantastic capabilities, have come to
Earth, and they are observing us, and they have a
Paralysis Ray and — this is going to make some South
~- Floridians nervous — they cpparently speak Spanish.

I Alter spending a few days in Gulf Breeze checking
things out, ['ve decided for myself which of these two
possible expianatioas is closest to the truth. Here's the
clory as {ar as [ know |t see what you think.

R TeWieloy ===

Ou Dec. 3, The Herald published this Item ln a
muadup of wire-service stories :rom around the states
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GULF BREEZE — Pictures of what was lcbeled as a
f!owing unidentified [lying object published in the Nov.
8 edition of The Senunel of Gulf Breeze have prompted
a half-dozen residents to report similar sightings.  °
Duane B. Cook, editor and publisher of the weekly,
said the object looks like the top of the Space Needle in
Seatte. but he hopes it's an alien spacecrcfl. He said the
state’s Mutual UFO Network will exxmine the three
olos taken Nov. 11 near the town that appeared with a
tter written by the anonymous photograpner.
Here at Tropic we are always oa the lookout for
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DAVE BARRY (s a Tropic staff writer. His most recent
cover article was a year-end review.
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PHOTOGBAPHS BY [AICA BIAGIA

stories of potenatially latergalactic
sigoificance, 5o [ Immediately checked
the Herald files to see If any other
strange unexplained phenomena had
been reported in the Guif Breeze area
You can Imagine how my pulse
quickened whea [ discovered that:

8 Ou Dec S, at The Zoo, a privately
operated 200 {a Gulf Breeze, @ wedding
ceremony was held for giraffes. This
really happened. Their names are Gus
and Gig.

® Oun Aug. 19, a Guif Breeze man was
bitten by a pygmy rattiesnake as he (the
man) examined a potted plant in the
garden shop of the Wal-Mart store in

. eardy Fort Walton Beach. Just two
days later, at a Wal-Mart In North Fort
Mye:z, a woman examining a potted
hidlscus was bitten by another pygmy
ratuesnake. Wal-Mar: officials were
upable to explain this rash of
pygmy-rattier aftazks and descrided it
as “ugcsual*”

Well. of course; [ needed no further
cooviodog. | grabbed my camera —:
you have to be ready — hopped oo a
plane and was off to cooduct my
{ovestgatoa.

—_—

-
/7| The Town of Gulf Breeze:

Gull Breeze Ls a small residential
commuzity just agoo a bridge from
Peasacola, way at the far western end
of Florida. almort {n Alabama. It Is the
opposite of Miaml, geographically and
12 many other ways.

1 begin my lovestigation by driving
through downtown Gulf Breeze. Even
at slow speed, this takes less than (ive
minutes [t appears to be a normal

2 beach-oriented town, very quiet in the

Pensacola, are the Pensacola Naval Alr
Station. Eglin Air Force Base and
several other airfields. Almast any time
you look up. you see a plane or 2
helicopter, In looking around, however,
the only phenomenon | notice that does
not seem to have an obvious earthly
explanation is a bumper sticker that
says “BUSH 83.”

But you never can tell, As you know
Il you ever watched The Twilight Zone,
there are times when everything seems
to de perfectly normal, and then
suddenly, without waring. something
happens, something that you know is
somehow . . .wrong, and you start to
bear that piercing high-pitched
electronic-sounding Twilight Zone
musc — deedeedeedee deedeedeedee
— and the hairs on the back of your
oeck. even if you use Extra Hold styling
mousse. stand on end.

Little do [ realize, as ! drive through
the quiet town of Gulf Breeze, that
before [ leave, | am going to experience
that very (eeling. More than once.

e .
. The Newspaper

My first stop Is The Gulf Breeze
Sentinel. The Sentinel {s a weekly
newspaper with a circulation of 3.500,
soaring to 4.500 in the summer. It is not
the kind of paper that practices the kind
of snide, cynicsl, city-slicker style of
Journalism exemplified by thisarticle.
It's the kind of newspaper where many
stories consist mostly of local peoples®
names. You can get into The Sentinel
merely by having your birthday. Also
there are many pnotographs of local
bosrds, clubs, civic groups. etc.,
engaging In planning activities. In the

the caption:

Dave Bozeman, manager of the
Piggly Wiggly, is planning now for the
Annual G:ﬁ Breeze Chnstmes Parade.
Pigely Wiggly plans tn have severcl
entries. inciuding the Folgers Race Cars
and, of course. the Pig! -

In short. The Sentinel seems to be
your basic small hometown paper doing
hometown stories about hometown
people. Except thatin the same Nov. 19
issue, right above the Piggly-Wiggly
manager, is a story headlined:

UFO SIGHTED OVER GULF BREEZE

Below this are three photographs of
this thing, shaped roughly like a fat disk
with a glowing, tapered bottom and a
small glowing protrusion on top. There
are regularly spaced dark marks going
around the side. The thing is in farly
clear focus. It appears to be hovering in
the evening sky: you can see the dark
blurred shapes of trees in the
foreground.

The “story™ accompanying the
photographs consists entirely of the
text ol an anonymous letter to the
newspaper, allegedly written by the
photographer, who says he took five
Polaroid pictures of the thing from his
yard on the night of Nov. I 1.

“I was relsictant 2t first to show [the
photographs| to any nne,” savs the
letter, ... but my wile convinced me
to show them to Ed. Ed in turn said that
the photos should be shown to the
press....lam a prominent citlzen of
the community, however, and need
anonymity at this time. | know what |
saw and would (cel much better if |
knew | was not alone.

“Let me reassure you that this is not
a hoax.”

it was “Ed™ who brought the

Charlie and Doris Somcrby (above) say they definitcly saw something weird over the
bay. Editor Duane Cook (bottom left) put the story on the [ront page; MUFON
investigator Donald Ware (top left) thinks it has “great significance.”

paper [rom his stepfather in 1980. Cook
thought the pictures looked convincing
and “Ed.” whom Cook knows, said the
photographer was responsible. So Cook
decided to go ahead with the story, but
he was still “nervous a little™ about it
untll the moming of Nov. 19, when the
paper was just about to go to press. On
that day Cook’ssteplather and

predecessor as editor, Charies Somerby, .

and his wife (Cook’s mother), Doris
Somerby, stopped by the paper. Cook
showed them the Pnlaroids.

They did not act surpnsed.

They said they had seen the same
object.

On the same night.

Dcedeedeedee decdeedeecee

*1 lost all fear of going to press with
1t,” Cook says.

7\ *  The Witnesses

It you called up Central Casting and
asked for two peupie to play the parts
of The Reliable \Witnesses, they would
send you Charlie and Doris Somerby.
He's 69 and. before his newspaper
career, served as a naval
communications olficer in World War Il
and Korea. She's 67 and holds the world
indoor record for grandmotherliness
(when [ visit their home to interview
them, she has an 3ctual apple pie
cooling on the kitchen tabie)

The Somerbys say that on Nov. 11,
while taking 3 walk at sundown, they
saw an object out over the bay headed
toward Gull Breeze. It made no sound,
they say, and it did not look like any
kind of 3ircraft they had ever scen.
They watched for some mention of it on
the evening TV news, but there was
none. Until Cook showed them the
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- o) . 'A"’\e .ﬂ B off-season. There are a lot of things in Nov. 19 issue, there's a [ront-page photographs to The Sentinel. according | photogranhs.they had not planned to
T £y ,{»;‘“' 3 “'é" 0% (o op o Sledlivonila the sky, because this is an area of photograph of a man smiling and to Duane Cook. the editnr and say anything about It.
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thiag they saw over the bay looks the

same as the object in the photographs.
They say they're sure. Driviog away, |
am convioced they're teiling the truth.

e T R
};?‘ The Scory Spreads

When The Seaunel published the
UFO pictures, people started calling.
“We got a haif a dozen cails {rom
people who saw something that nlght,
says Cook. Hls staff started colleciog
these reports, and ran them asa
{roat-page story in the Nov. 23 lssue. A
local TV station did a story about the
UFO, showing one of the Polaroids
blown way up. “That was [mpressive,”
says Coolc.

Theo another local TV station did a
story about It

Then United Press [nternatonal did a
story about it

And then it happened, the event that
distinguishes an {nterestng but
dasically local story from a story with
potendally shocking Worldwide
Implicatonsx The National Eaquirer
called.

Yes. The paper that Is (requently
wqy ahead of the media pack on major
Hollywood divorces: the paper that
oblined and published the now-historic
photograph showing Donna Rice sitting
on Gary Hart's lap because he was too
much of a gentleman to push her off;
the paper that once offered a reward of
$1 miilioa (or "*positive proof™ that
extraterrestrial spacecraft are visiting
the Zarth: this paper was now calling
Duane Cook of The Gulf 8 eeze Sentnel.

The Enquirer sent z reporter, who
wanted to take the photographs back to
the paper’s home base in Lantana, Fla.
for further analysis. But by that point:
Cook had deen in touch with the state
director of the Mutual UFO Network
(more oa this later), who had advised
Cook that these paotographs couid be
very valuable. and he should oot let
them out of bis sight. So The Eaqulrer
{lew Cook down to Lantana, where,
Cook says. “They gave (the
photograpns| the most thorough
going-over, and they couldn't find any
{laws.” They made Cook an offer:
$35.000 for the right to publish the
photographs before anybody else — if
The Enquirer decded to use them. But
before they made that dedision, they
wanted a second opinlon, So they flew
Cook and his photographs all the way
to the world-farmous NASA Jet
Propulsion Laboratory at Cal Tech in
Pasadena, Calll. There, Couk says,
“they took a series of photographs ol
the photographs,” the idea being that
they would analyze them further and
give the resuits to The Enquirer.

Five thoumnd dollars NASA. This
was getting very exciting. And there
Was more to come.

;ﬁ The New Evidence

Two more photographs arrived at
The Sentinel: These were taken with a
3Smm camera. and although the quality
Ls worse than that of the Polaroids, Lhey
appear to show the same object. Aa
anonymous letter claims the
photographs were taken ia June of 1988
— over a year before the Polaroids
were allegedly taken.

Then sonrebody stuflfed a manila
envelope into The Sentinel mailbox
containing nine mare photographs:
again the quality is poor, but they
appear to show the same object. The
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accompanying letter |3 signed “Bellever
BiIL™ who claims he took the pictuces
with a toy camera — which also was
stu(fed into the envelope — that his
childres had le(t in his car.

Then “E4.” — remember “Ed"? The
ooe who brought la the original
photographs? — gave The Sentinel a
very clear Polaroid that he says he took
io his back yard: it shows, very clearly,
three of the objects.

At this point The Sentinel was
tumning iato the Galactic Cleaning
House for UFO Evidence. The
photographs had decome so common
that the last two sets, which seemed to
suggest that a regular alien invasion
was going oa right there in Gull Breeze,
ran on page four of the Dec. 24 issue.
The page ooe story was the Christmas
parade.

But Duane Cook. the editor, Is hoping
that the UFO story isn’t over.

“I would be delighted If, whoever
they are, they have decided to
communicate, because they've been
watching us {or some time now.,” he
tells me. “My main fear is that we
won't be adult enough to weicome them.
My contribution would be to condition
people’s minds to the possibility that
they do exist, so that we can learn {rom
them. lo (act maybe ....” Cook pauses,
then shakes his head, “...no, that
sounds grandiose.”

“What?" [ ask.

“Well,” he says, looking at me
carelully, “maybe that's why I'm here.”

Deedeedeedee deeceedeedee
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ﬁ The UFO People .

Duaze Cook is not alone. A lot of
people are convinced that
extraterrestrials are watching us. There
are more than 200 UFO-oriented
organizations worldwide, according to
The UFO Encyclopedia. which bills
itsell as “a comprehensive A-to-Z guide
to the UFO phenomenon and which
cheerfully and uncritically passes along
all kinds of fascinating UFO stonies.
Here, for example. is an excerpt from
the entry about a “contactee™ — a
persoa who claims to receive regular
vigits {rom extraterrestrials — named
Howard Menger:

According to Menger. a rash of
n'ghu';g around his New Jersey home
was followed by regular social visits
from the Space People. He performed
Javors [or his clien [riends and even
octed as their barber, cutting their long
dlond hdir in order that they could pass
unnoticed among the earthiings. Menger
was rewarded with a trip to the moon.
where he breathed easily in a surfece

re similar to Earth’s. He
brougnt dack some lunar potatoes.
which reportedly contained [ive times
the protein found in lerrestnal polatoes.
Their nutritve value could not be
proved. however, because Menger had
supposedly handed them over to the
US. government. which was keeping
them g secrel

Not ail the UFO believers, however.
are Froot Loops. A lot of people who
deflnitely qualily as Responsible
CQtzens have claimed they saw
something strange in the sky. In 1973
Jimmy Carter, then the governor of
Georgia, reported that had had seen a
UFO in 1969, just before a Lions Club
meeting (although we should bear in
mind What. as president, Carter claimed
be was attacked by a large swimming
rabbit). Other celebrities who,

according to The UFO Encyclopedia,
have reported UFO sightings include:
Jackie Gleason. Muhammad All, John
Travola, Elvis Presley, Ovson Bean and.
of course, Willlam Shatner.

Many “sightings™ have turned out to
be hoaxes. Many others have turned out
to be man-made or natural objects —
airplanes, weather balloons, satellites,
planets, stars, etc. And some remain
uaexplained. The mainstream scientiflc
community tends to believe these are
probably ordinary phenomena that
could. with sullicient Informaton, be
identi{led. The UFOlogists tend to
believe they are evidence that
extraterrestrials are here. The debate
rages on.

The (ederal government has.
reluctantly, played a major role in the
UFO controversy. The Air Force. in an
operation called Project Blue Book.
collected and investigated UFO reports
from 1948 until 1969, when the project
was dropped because, the government
says, it was a waste of time. Many
UFOlogists, however, argue that the
government wasn't really trying to
solve the mystery, but to discredit the
witnesses. and is now engaged in a
massive conspiracy to cover up evidence
of extraterrestrial visits. just as it has
refused to release the lunar potatoes.
Some of the conspiracy theories are
pretty spooky, as we will see.

/"’-—_-‘\~
;ﬁ The Man From Mufon

On my second day in Gulf Breeze. 1
drive out to Fort Walton Beach, about
40 miles east, to visit Donald Ware, the
Florida state director for the Mutual
UFO Network (MUFON). MUFON
describes itsell as “an international
scientific organization composed of
people serlously interested in studying
and researching™ in an effort to provide
*“the ultimate answer to the UFO
enigma.”

Ware. who spent 26 ycars in the Air
Force and (lew two combdat tours as a
lighter pilot. appears to he a very
straight arrow, a serious man with
serious eyes. And he takes the Gulf
Breeze sightings very seriously. Alter a
MUFON field investigator — there are
more than 50 in the state — examined
the Polaroids and interviewed some of
the witnesses, MUFON released a
“preliminary evaluation™ stating that
the Polaroids show “an unknown of
great signiflcance.”

Ware tells me that this is going to be
“an important case that will be
discussed by UFOlogists all over the
world.” As he talks, he backs up
various points by pulling papers from
his (iles. which he began amassing back
jo 1952, when he saw lights over
Washington, D.C.. In what turned out to
be a famous UFO incident.

“After 12 years of stuay,™ he says, ~1
decided that somebody was watching
us. Alter 10 more years of study, |
concluded that someone in our
government has known this since 1947.”

Solemnly, Ware hands me a book
containing a reproduction ol what are
alleged to be Top Secret US.
government documents. These
documents state that In 1947, near
Roswell, N.M.. the US. government
secretly recovered a crushed flying
saucer and four alicn bodics.

And President llarry Truman set up
q_secret group of top scientists, called
“Majestic 12.” to study the aliens and
their craft.

And this whoie thing has bren aept
secret ever since.

Ware is looking st me mtentty,

“Well™ | tay brightly. “Thasks very
much for your heip!™

/——-\\
;ﬁ' The Key Figwe ==

I'msitting in my motel room,
thinking. The more I think the mare it
seems to me that, whatever ks going on
in Gull Breeze, the Key Figwre is “Ed.™
He’s the one who brought the first set
of Polaroids to The Sentinel. allegediy
on behalf of the photographer. He's the
one, according to Duane Cook. who
took the later Polaroid showing three
objects. He's the only photographer
who isn’t towaily anonymoms [ cecide |
need to talk to him. I call Cook, The
Sentinel editor, and ask him (o ask “Ed"
to please get in touch with me.

Less than an hour later, { hear a
tapping at my motel window.

T Thevise -

“Ed" does not introduce himself,
except to say: “1I'm the guy you're
looking for.”” He's about my age. 40.
He's articulate, mechanically ioclined
and very sharp.

We talk for about an hour. Right
away he admits he tock the first set of
Polaroids. He says he invented the story
about being the intermediary because
he was afraid that il his name got in the
paper, he'd be ridiculed. "I have a
family.” he says. “I'm a successful
businessman. Everyone in this town
knows me.”

“l know what | saw is real.” he says.

He becomes more 3gitated as he
talks. l1e telis me he has seen the UFO
six times. He says that what has been
published in The Sentinelis oaly the
beginning of the story.

“There is more.” he says. “But it's

He. leans forward.

“There is this thing.” he says, “and it -

can shoot a blue beamout ol it. | got a
picture of it doing it.”

He shows me the picture. It's another
Polaroid. shnwing the now-familiar
object, with what appears to be a faint
bluish ray of light coming out uf the
hole io the bottom.

Now the conversatinn gets weird,
“Ed” says he was once Urapped in the
beam. Frozen. Paralyzed. Couldn't
move a muscle.

While he was in the beam. “E4™
belleves, the UFO beings put some kind
of “mental input™ Into his brain, so they
could communicate with him, but
something — jets, maybe — scared
them off, and now the beings keep
coming around because thev're Lrying to
get the mental input buck He knows
when they'reneardy.“l can hesra
hum.” he says.

He also hears voices. speakingin
Spanish and some kind of strange
“consonant language.” He has heard the
voices at night. near his house, out by
his pmni pump. He wishes that, whoever
they are, thcy would hurry up and take
their mental input back and leave him
slone.

*This has [--— up the last two
months of my life,” he says.

I te!l him that a lot of people would
say he was crazy, or lying.

Fte says he knows that, but he has
something that will shut everybody up.

tle says he has s vidrotape.

Dvedccdeedee decdccdcedee Cont

: The Videotape T
” Later that day, shoruy past dusk, a Herald photographer and |
g0 tosee “EA " He lives in a comfortable suburben house is a tdy
development His wife Ls in the kitchen, cooking dinner. She
doesn’t come Out to greet us. | get the Imprexsion she's pot
thnlled that we're tere.

~E4.” on the other hand, I3 very cordial. He laughs a lot. He
busties around., showing us a drawing he made ol the UFO snd
getting out more photographs of It. He seems Lo have a lot more
of them. He shows us the camera he uses, an okd, battered
Polaroid, heid together with tape.

Then the three of us sit on his living room [loor, and he shows
us the videotape, which he shot with his Sony home video
camera. The tape was apparently taken in his back yard, (rom
behind some busnes, which can be heard rustling as the
photographer moves around. The tape shows the same object, fust
above the tree line, moving kind of jerkily from right to left, thea
back again. It lasis only & minute of two.

“Ed” shows it (0 us again, then looks at ux

“That's Increaible,” we say, slmost simultaneously.

T _—
S _— The Questions ——=.
//' As 3000 as we leave, the photographer teils me that something
Is wroag. The (lim “E4” uses ia his Polaroid has as ASA raung ol
80. which means it is refatvely slow to react to light. This mesns
that the soutter must stay open a relatively loag Ume. especaly
ia low lght. And this in turn means that a moving object. evea if
photographed by a skilled photographer, would look dlurred.
“Ed”™ has stated repeatedly that the odject moves aimost
coastantly — as it does in the videotape — aad yet {n almast all
of his photorraphs. the object Is in fairly sharp focus

“1¢ just coesn't look right.” says the photographer.

Neither coes the videowape, at least to my eyes. The jerky
motion of the object makes il appear small, almost toylke., and
fairly close. although “Ed” Insnists it |s ""as big as a house.”™

Some other things are strange. Why, if “Ed” could sense the
Impending armval of the odject. dida't he ever call his neighbors
o be witnesses? And why, when he realized tbe object was
visiting repeatedly, didn't he get a better camera? [ asked him
both of these questions several Umes: he never really answered

But the most troudling evidence is “Ed™ himself. He acts
agitated. manic. Not to put too fine a point oa it. he acts a little
crazy. Of course maybe Wiis is normal behavior il aliens bave put
2 mental {nput o your head. But sl [ am getting skepdeal And
1 am-oot alone.

> . —
pr The Skepuc =~

Phillp Klass (s the nation’s. if not thd world's. leading UFO
skepuc. The UFOlogists ¢o not like him (MUFON's Donald Ware
suggested to me that Klass has a “mental problem™) Klass retired
last year after 35 years as senior electyonics editor of Aviation
Weex magazine. dut his invoivement with UFOs is through an
orga called the C for the SGentific lavestgaton
ol Claims of the Paranormal of which he is chasirman of the UFO
subcommuttee. In that capacity, he has spent a lot of time
debunking various UFO claims. For example. he recratly issoed a
report charging that the “Majestic 17~ documents — the onas
that allegealy prove that the government has dead sliens siashed
away — are obvious forgeries. [ must admit | (ound that stocy a
tad hard to belfeve mysell. It’s not that [ doa't belleve the
government would try to hide dead alienx: it's that | don’t think
the government would succeed. since every time Lhe government
tries to 60 anywring secretly, asin the [ran-contra arms desl, It
winds up dispiayiog all the flnesse 1nd stealth of aa expiocing
cigar at a state (unenal If there reslly were dead aliens, | figure.
there also wouid de daily leaks adbout it from High Level Officlals,
and huge arguments among infuential congreaperons over
whose distnct the muiumilllon-dollar Federal Dead Allen Storsge
Facility would de located In,

Aayway, Klass, as you might Imagine, Is very dublous aboat
the claim that UFOs are extrate visitore.

“1 can think of o more exciting story,” Ye sayx. "than to say |
have investigated a UFO case (or which there was oo earthly
explanatioa. In the 22 years | have been iavesugauag, | have
oever (Ouod a single such case.”

But what about the photographs?

“Photographs are the easiest things in the world o fake.” says
Klass. “Even the UFO betievers are very, very skeptical of hem.”
Klass ls especiaily suspicious of Polarcids, because they have no
negatives, which are often useful in the detection of hoaxex He
Whinks it's suspicious that no negatives wereincluded with say of
the photographs anonymously submitted to The Senuael.

“The 0dds agunst thase photographs beiog sutheatic are
jillions 10 one.” he says.

But what about the witnesses?

C—

“Once the repon gets out that there sre UFOs in the ares, you
get all kinds of me-toners.” Klass says. “Ninety-eight peraent of
il peopie who report seeing UFO3 are trymng 10 be honest But
we've Deen brainwashed by what we've read and been losd. And
eyewitneas testimony is nolortously unreliabie.”

That's aisn the opinion expressed by astronomer Robert
Young in a letter 1o the newslietter of the Astronomical League.
Young says that. having invesugated “a couple of hundrea UFO
reports™ — all of which turned out to have proanc explanasions
— he has | that “no eye report of 8 UFO can e
taken at its face valve.” He adds that “waves” of UFO sigbungs
“end When editors Ure of them. ... My experience is that wben
news stories stop. the cails stop too.” p

/——.\ —~—
ﬁ‘ The Jet Propulsion Laboratory =~

I call Dr. Robert Nathan at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory.
He’s the one The Enquirer {lew the Polaroids, Duane Cook and all,
out to sec. He's the one who's supposed (o be doing the scientific
photographic analyss. Oniy he's not. He ssys he's suspicioas of
the photographs. both because of the way they look and because
more than one set of them came {rom the same source.

“I'm way off in the nonbeliever corner oa this one.” says Dr.
Nathan. “Unless something changes. | don't care (o use
government equipment on this. [ have the feeling that somebody
is perpetrating a hoax.”

/‘_—\ —
Pin The Ray People =~

|
/. I 1t s a hoax. the question is. why? | am no psychlatrist. but [
think the answer is suggested dy John Keel. author of several
UFO books. Keel argues that the modern era of UFO sightings
was launched by a pulp science-fiction magazine called Amaring
Stories. edited by a man named Raymond Palmer. In 1947, Paimer
puolished a story about fiendish alien beings controlling life on
Earth through the use of rays. Suddenly, Amazing Slones was
deluged with mail [rom readers who insisted that the story was
true, because they had been allected dy the beings.

“Paimer had acc:dentally tapped a nuge, previously
unrecognized audience,” writes Keel. “Nearly every community
has at least one person who complains constantly to the local
police that someone — usually a neighbor — is a:ming a ternble
ray gun at their house or apartment. This ray. they claim. is
ruining their heaith. causing their plants to die. turning their
bread moldy. making their hair and teeth fall out 3nd
broadcasting voicesinto tbeir heads. Psychiatnsts are very
familiar with these ‘ray’ victims and relate the prodiem with
paranoid schizophrenia.

“la earlier Umes. [the paranolacs| thought they were hearing
the voice of God and/or the devil Today they oltea dlame the
CIA or space beings for their woes. .. . Ray Palmer
uninlsnuomlly gave thousands of these people focus for their

Uves
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” Back ia Miami. [ call "Ed™ one morming. | tell him my theory,
which is that he reaily does think he's being hounded dy aliens
but that he has faked all the photographs. using different
cameras. in an effort to get others to believe him.

“Ed" tells me that since | last saw him, he was attacked by
the deam while he was dniving alone. ~1 was blown off the road
and had to crawl underoeath the ruck.” he says. He says be gave
a (ull report on this to the peopie at MUFON, lor their
ever-growing data baank.

He aiso says that two armed men {rom the “Spedal Security
Services™ of the Alr Force (he didn't get their names) came
around with a “material seizure warrant™ and demanded his
phowgraphs He says he didn't want to send them to Duaae Cook.
30 he toid them he gave the photographs to me.

So that's the situation in Gulf Breeae. as far as | know it Of
course, there are some unanswered questions. For example. il
“Ed” Is faking the photographs, how is be doing it? And — (hls
one sull bothers me — what did the Somerbys see?

As of this wnting. | haven't seen anything about this in The
National Enquirer. | 3lso haven't heard [rom the Air Force.

[ expect. however. that I'Il hear (rom you out there in
Readertand. One thing nodbody disputes is that stones adout UFOs
generate reports about UFOx But listen: If you have anything to
repon, the place to send it isc

The Mlami UFO Ceater

P.O. Box 313

Opa-ocka, F. 33084

The important thing is: Don’l cafl me. OK? It"s oot that | doa't
believe you. It's that my life is already fitled with bizarre,
Inexplicable phenomena. such as the way th= right rear speaker
In my car never works cxcept when they piay songs | hate.

Decdeedcedee decdeedecdee L]

Y
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Australian Center for UFQ Studies
P.0. Eox-728, Lane Cove,NSW 2066 Australia .
THE MUNDRABILLA, WESTERN AUSTRALIA, INCIDENT

Pess. CE2 20 Jan §8 Mundrabilla WA aporox. 0500 hrs

Drewing by Knowies famity ghven to poice

The front pages of many newspapers of the 2lst of January rerorted provocztive
details of a fzmily's alleged encounter with a UrO. The glowing object resezbled
a giant egg in an eggz cup. It ailegedly stopped their car and left behind
phvsical traces. Follow-up reports gave details on other alleged witnesses. The
unidentified driver of a car with caravan travelling in the opposite direction
to the Knowles family, reportedly swerved to avoid the objec=. Granam Henley,
driving a truck 10-15 ko ahead of the Knowles, saw in his rear vision mirror, a
bright white light hovering over the car's headlights. Another truck driver,
probably John De Jong, travelled- some distance behind the Knowles' car. There
was pessibly one other unidentified truck driver who may have first regorted the
incident to the Eucla police. Other reports caze frca Alan and Tina Parkes, who
saw a very bright, greenish-bluish object stationary on the horizon while driving
from Mt Ganbier to Melbourne on 16 Jan. Two separate tuna boat crews reported
sighting UrOs in the Great Australian Bight.

Tre following details on the central Knowles family sighting are derived from
preliainary reports compiled by Keith BasterZield and Ray Brooke of UrQ Research
(South Australia) and kindly provided by Vlad Godic of UrORi, and £froa media
sources. Ceduna police teiephoned Ray Brcoke some 10 hours after the incident
had occurred, whereupon an interview with the family was arranged for when they
reached Adelaide. Unfortunately, TV
Chanzel 7 intercepted the fzaily
enroute and arranged an "exclusive"
deal with them. After negotiations .
SA with the network, Keith and Ray were
able to irformally talk with the
Knowles, though in a hectic atzosphere
sandwiched bectween TV studio interviews.

WA
NULLARECR  PLAIN

Mrs Fay Xnowles and sons Sean, Patrick
and Wayne were travelling in a 1984
blue Ford Telstar from Perth, Western
Australia to Melbourne, Victoria. At a
point some 40 km vest of Mundrabilla,
Sean, the driver, saw what he at first
took to be a truck's light approaching
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aleng the road from the E. It was "jumping about a bit", disappeared, became
visible again and continued to approach their vehicie. Sean commented that it
looked like a "spaceship". It became bizger and brighter. They kept driving
towards it. It then disappeared.

The next thing they knew it was behind them. Sean accelerated the car in an
attempt to get away from it. Suddenly it was in front again. At some stage, Sean
did a U-turn and travelled W for a while, then did another U-turn to resume the
original E travel. It is not clear whether this was an attempt to elude or follow
the light. At another time, the light was seen close to their vehizle and they
s-erved to miss it and nearly hit a car and caravan cczing the other way.

The exact sequence of events from here is very confused, but included:

- The rear right tyre blew out whils:t they travelled at sgeed. Sean braked the
car to a hale. :

- Mrs Krowles placed her hand on the car's roof and felt a "spongy substance”.
She retracted it after feeling the material. Immediately the back of her hand
felt wara for a few seconds, then the sensaticn of heat faded. )

- The fzmily wound down the windows and a "grevish-black mist" came into the car.

= The sound of their voices charged in pitch and appeared to slow down.

- They believed the object had landec on the roof of the car, although upon
questioning, they said they did not see anything protruding front, rear or
over the sides of the car.

- A humming sound was heard.

— Sezn blacked out for a period.

- Theyv ell became hysterical, shouting and crying. Mrs Knowles said she believed
they were going to die.

— They believed the car was lifted off the road. However, when asked if they had
looked out and saw the car off the ground, thev said they had not done so.

- Taev reporzed the vedhicle dropped to the ground znd the tvre burst.

- Their t-q dogs went "crazy".

- Thev reported a smeil like "dead bodies™ in the air.

After a period of time, Sesn stopped the car and they all got out to hide in
adjacent scrub. They reported the ligh:z/object rezaized in the vicinity of the
car and then departed. Soze 15 minutes aZter stopping, the fanily returned to
the car and rapidly changed the tyre. They proceeded to the Mundrabilla Motor

Eotel in W.A.
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-A sazple of the "soot/ash" found on a2ad in the car was collected 10 hours after

the eveat by a police forensic squad oificer who was at Ceduna police station

on another matter. Results of the analysis are still awaited. On 25 January,
Channel 7 announced that its experts said "analvsis of black material on the

car revezls that it is zostly iron oxice consistent with residue from worn brake
linings™ and that the aimost perfec:z cut on the rigit rear tyre was protably
cZused by running a considerable distance on the ria. This could likewise

explain the shaking and smoke. There were also four slight indentations discovered
at the fcur corzer points of the rooi. It is possible, though yet to be coniirzed,
that the marks cay have occurred when the fa3ilv's two suitcases strapped to the
roof disappezred, presumabdly by being rippecd ofZ at high speed.

Tne UrOR(SA) investigators have enmphasised that "the physical evidence is not as
strong as the media have reported and caution is urged until technical reports
are in". They concluded that the family appeared to be down to earth people
trying to cope with some traucatic episode. -Indications of a hoax are minimal.
At this date, the entire incident is still open to a number of interpretations.
Investigations are continuing and a more detsiled report is in preparation.
(Media sources include: "Daily Telegrapn”, Sydney "Sun" and "Daily Mirror",
21-22 Jan; "Sun-llerald" and "Sunday Telegraph', 24 Jan 88; and Channel 7
"Nighelv News" and "Newswnrld", various dates.)
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PRELIMINARY REPORT OF SIGHTING OF UNWIDENTIFIZD FLYING OBJECT

NAME OF WITNESS: VaL .' *  Bank Road, Nashua, N.H. 03062
DATIE OF SIGHTING: SATURDAY, MAY 30, 1987

T’I}‘.E OF SIGATING: 6:30 = 7:00 PM

LOCATION OF SIGHTING: SOUTH NASHUA, N.H. OFF SPIT BROOK ROAD , ROBY PARK
DURATION OF SIGHTING: 20 SEC.

'PRYSICAL EVIDENCE: COI‘.0R PHOTOGRAPH

CAMERA & };IL‘i: NIKON 35:¢f, F-STOP 16, KODACOLOR ASA 2GO

ESTIMATED DISTANCE OF OBJECT FROM VIEWER: 2 -3 MILES

ESTIMATED ANGLE ABOVE HORIZON: 15 - 20°

ESTDMATED ALTITUDE OF 0BJECT: 1/2 MILE

ESTIMATED SIZE OF OBJECT: 300 FT. DIAMETER

DIXKECTION OF TRAVEL: EAST TO WEST

SOUND: NONE

APPEARANCE: DISC SHAPED (SEE BELOW) SHINEY METALLIC , NO VAPOR OR LIGHATS
OTEER WITNESSES: SECURITY GUARD

MISCILIANOUS: WITWESS WAS RELAXING AND WALKING IN WOODS. REWDNED CalM.
INDIVIDUAL IS EMPLOYED AS A DRAFTER.

SXETCH BY WITNESS

e ———————————————— el

The above photograph is currently going through photo analysis.

The photograph was taken by Val P. a Russian immigrant who resides

in Nashua, NH. The photo was passed on to us by Mr. Carl McCoy, a
technician at Raytheon. Carl was unable to analyze the photograph
because of lack of time and resources. Shutter speed was set at 1/100th
of a second.

If you come to any conclusions about the above data or know of
any similar sightings, please contact me: Jim Melesciuc, 43 Harrison

St., Reading, MA 01867, (617) 944-0686.
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Uncovering The Coverup

: by Bonnie Meroth sightings of uniden-

tilied flying objects. He

FLEMONT - Richard knows thereisinisrepre-
Giordano of Fremon!, scntation by govern-
N.H. has o lot 1o soy men! aogencies bécouse
oboutl what the United he hos official
States government isn't documents in his
saying. This forty-year . possession that prove

old mon, who moved to
New Hompshire from
Boston three yeors ogo,

that the government is
hiding informotion. His
objective is not to

hos dedicoted much convince onyone that .
time, energy ond UFO's are exlralerres-
money in allempling 1o trials, Realizing thot
“sel the record there is no evidence
straight”, anywhere that links
As on independenl UFO phenamana to

investigator, Richard
deals in focts, ond facts
only concerning govern-
ment on

“visits lrom another
plonet”, he wonits only
1o prove conclusively, in

cover-ups any court ‘ol low, that

Coverun {rom
vage 2

questions ragording the
.Phenomenon lies in the
release of yet unob.
tained guvernment
documents or in the
phenomenon itsell
reveoling the onswers,
However, | scriously
doubt lhol either of the
obove circumsionces
will occur in the neqe.
future.”

On April 3, Venus Is at
Its greatest elongation,
standing 46 degrees
eastolthe sun i

,that he has attest 1o the

spewloluon

..

.
....J».-—um-n-..-su—” s

:!

1o ordor the Cenlral
Intelligence Agency
and the National
Securily Agency - to
release all its files on
UFQO's. Richard, a CAUS
members, has o copy of
the Iwenly-one page,
formerly top secret,

the objoc!s or cralts that
maoke up the core of
UFO phenomena are
roal. The documents

fact thot UFO's .are
entities and tha! dala
can help end the misuse -,
and malignity that
obuse the subjoct of
UFO's. 'Revelation of
governmen! intelli-
gence can ond all

shown 1o the Judge who
was going to hear the
case, The allidavit
allegedly proposed
justilicbtions as to why
data on UFO's should
remain confidential to
profect nutional

Mr. Giordano's in-
terest in. this topic
begon” when he was security. * The judge
nine years old. Atthol :road the material and
time, he wnlnoued Iho“ llnew the case out of
sighting - ond‘ expen- courl. The NSA, the
onced “the newy’ oooncy that admits to
covorago, of o' UFO in “halding 135 unreleased
his* neighborhood.}" ‘documents because ol
When the* Jfamoaus v
incident cl Exotur fmolly released o
occuried in” 1965, he * varluolly vseless copy of
bocamne aclive *in the ‘the allidavit, Ninety-
business - of _Investi-i. eight percent ol the

alfidavit that was,

AT TIC. VEWS . Mar. 8, 1987

lecurily reasons”,-

galing eventsrelatedfo data Is deleted. .

UFQO's.

Rick’ has wused the
Froedom of Inlormation .
Act to obtain UFO
documents, He hasalso |
been involved in a court”
bottle 1o force Amer-
ica’s. two lop spy
agencies to release
documonts which could
unlock’ the secrets of
UFO sightings around
the world - in rocont
years.

In 1980, a Yyroup
known as Cilizens
Againsl. UFO Secrecy
(CAUS), consisting of
300 subscribing mem-
bers, asked the U.S.
District Court of
Appeals in Washington

Guordano wrole a leller
“ 1o the National Security
~Aqency and the Cenlral
, Securily Sorvice at Fort
Meodoln Maryland. By
right of the Freedom of
Information Act, he
requested documents,
notes, memos, cables,
summaries and con-
.clusions located in their
files regarding a
socrolly coded project
concerning UFO’s. The
diligent UFO-logist had

conlidential project
code name, he
rocoived a phone call
from the reprosentalive
ol the government
agency who somehow
obtained Giordano's
unlisted phone number.
Giordano was quoried

acquired the highly.

On Oclober 20, 1986,

on, his source of
mlovmmnon. Richard
| wasn’t talking and

naither was ||l9 Security.
Agency ~wlio "‘delayed.
giving any information
In correspondence
through Jonvary 15,
1987.. NSA requestod
$250. In two Instal-
Imenls of oney orders
made payable to the
Treasury of the United

Dutch Police Chase Purported Spacecraft’ =

area which didn’t show up on ;
their radar. scrcens.” Wutmg

AMSTERDAM, Nctherlands
‘AP) — Police deploycd a dozen
natrol cars and a helicopter in
1 late-night chase for a craft
‘rom outer space, a . police
spokesman said yesterday..

The hunt, accompanied by
lozens of calls from all over the
Dutch capital reporting uniden-
:ified flying objects, failed to
vield anything extra-terrestri-
al, according to- spokesman
Klaas Vilting.

“We were alerted late Thurs-
lay night by Schiphol (airport)
air traffic controllers who ob-
served bright lights in a sta-
tionary position over the port

en. Yo

said.

After a radio. newscast had i
mentioned the .Schiphol sngh_t_- q
ing, calls started pouring- in |}
from all over the city, describ- |4
ing objccts ranging from “air (1
plane-like things to fantastic:|’
contraptions with Darth Vader
at the helm, said Wilting. .

Around midnight,
cars and a police hchcoptcr
were involved, Wilting said..

After .several hours,
found nothing except some
strong lamps on top of a &0-
meter (150-foot) high crane:{; e
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Staes for any informa- seriously studies’ and
lion thoy might release, researches all his dota
Giordano faithfully In his Immaculate and
answered all lelters, exiremely organized
Alter receiving several home office, He and his
dispaiches offering no <olleogues constanily
enlightenment, Rick recelve phone ¢0“l
finally oomed a letter Irom all over the world,
staling “no records Immediately know..
responsive 1o your lodgable, he counsels;
request were located”, -the caliers on various
.The earnest man UFO sightings.  His
elaborated on his library Includes over
thoughts about govern- 100 video titles from
ment ;.l,o,,,, *There documontaries and iTY
are two piles,*’ he shows lhol}wnqes in
stated, “one A and one longth from 10 minutes
B. :Pile"A is the real 19 2 hours.and-include
sensitive, crltical Oprah Winfrey and
Information.* The stulf Merv Griffin 1e
we'te‘goinq alter, Pile recordings;(rom..Ban;
Bis what we're gelling, bury, Enolnnd...q H]l
We wont this responsi-  audio file conlains, over
bility of the breach of 125 dilferent chromde;
security,” . from o l956|-Mukt
When asked aboutthe Wallace program,fo @
mOl’ol |mpero||vo Pavl Horvoy -new'
Richord replied, “The broadcast. He eyen hm
truth should be known, | @ 20 ininute rocordcng
om no! sure that ||,° lol:en dmlno an, u:lovc
United States gqvern® sighting In Englond
ment has the” answers * Richard knowt Ihullhe
but they know .a lot CIA hadoyer 1,000
more than they're documents on UFO
saying. We live in a feporlings, The FBlhad
democracy and the 2,000, They've been
information isthere, Let Passed back to NSA,
the people make- up  An Air Force ollicial
their own minds. The went! publicin 1969 and
government agencies 30id that the Air Force
always contradict was out ol the UFO
thomselves. They've ‘business, but current
been covering up for so documentation  dimin-
long now that admitting Ishos ‘that statement --
the truth would admit another government-
that they lied”, conlradiction according

In 1947, o top secret 1o Giordano, Lo
government file, from Rick ‘wants the
the Major General of government fo come
the USAF Director of clean, It hasn’t

Intelligence Olflico, hoppened yel. .He
revealod, *Il is the sharesihesesentiments.
opinion that the "Aller researching and

phenomena raportad is Invesligating the UFO
something real and not Phenomenon for some
visionary or ficlitious.”. !'wenly years, the up lo
A yeor later, the USAF date result of. m

documented that the research is the over-
vnidantiflied {lylng whelming conclusion
objects were “notl of ,lhpl. “A 9rey, dnoling
domestic origin.”,, It i s wi '\.,'?[W '?"; ergh'
not' odvuoblgloprounl U"W"""' °"°L" arlal

the press with this ‘Oblecis ‘that "have

Information. Don’t let Posed a threat to )
them know tho* un- national securlly, i
known, ‘only the operatlng In ovur
solvable.” airspace under Intel-

Giordano wanils to ligent conirol and far
*1ake the subject out of beyond the range of
the supermarket 9Ny government’'s
mentality and put It In 1ehcnologlcoal dovolop-
ils proper prospective,” ment.

He's tired of the | feel that the subject
crodibility of eye worrants full-time
witnesses being Im- unblased scrufiny by the
pugned, Working with scientific community, |
legitimate organi- olso feel that' the
zolions like CAUS and resolution of the critical
The Mutval UFO X
Inc., Richard Couenu,’ o :

Network,
" page 22°
In April 1986, the
beginning of Daylight

Saving Time was moved

from the last Sunday In

April to the first Sunday
In Aprll. The earlier start,
The World Almanac est-
Imates, saves more than
$28 million In trafflc ac.’
cldent costs each year.
This year Daylight Sav-
Ing Time begins at 2
a.m. on Sunday, April 3.




Oldies (&, Ocidities

When Pancakes Flew

If aeronautical engineer Charles H.
Zimmerman had had his way, the Navy
would have been flying pancakes instead of
serving them in mess halls.

Zimmerman flew in the face of
conventional design with his 1940s Navy
fighter. The Vought XF5U-1 was designed
to take off and land vertically, to slow to a
virtual hover, and to zip along at 500 mph.
It was an aeronautical oddity that was
unsmistakably pancake-shaped. But due to
last-minute Navy waffling, the “‘Flying
Pancake” never flew.

An earlier Pancake, the V-173, did get
off the ground and in fact flew a total of 131
hours. Yought chief test pilot Boone T. _
Guyton made most of the flights at

The full-blown Pancake flopped wchen jet
engines made propellers obsolete.

NASM

Bridgeport Airport in Stratford,
Connecticut. Writing later for the
Historical Aviation Album, Guyton
recalled, “The initial flight . . . was one of
the most interesting | had made in my
career as a professional pilot.” No doubt.
Upon completion of the V-173's 13-minute
maiden flight on November 23, 1942,
.Guyton “ felt exalted and had a foolish
impulse to yell, ‘Charlie, she flies! "
Zimmerman couldn’t have been
surprised. He had been working on the
concept of an elliptical flving wing for over
adecade, convinced that combining
powerful rotor-like propellers and a low-
aspect-ratio body would result in a craft
that could perform over a wide range of
speeds. Zimmerman's research indicated
that counter-rotating propellers at the
leading edge of an airfoil could counteract
wingtip vortices, that a circular form

offered great structural strength, and that »
pilot lying prone could endure higher G
loads than one sitting up straight. He was
right. In 1933, while employed by the
National Advisory Committee for
Aeronautics (the forerunoer of NASA),
Zimmerman entered a flying wing in a
NACA ligntplane design competition and
won. NACA declined to develop the
aircraft, however, deeming the concept too
advanced.

By 1939 Zimmerman had moved to
Chance Vought, where he built a remote-
controlled Pancake that performed well
enough to persuade the Navy to sponsor
the V-173, a full-dedged prototype. After
wind tunnel tests at NACA's Langley Field
in Virginia, Guyton made his exhilarating
first flight.

During five years of test flights, only two
major problems emerged: insuificient

Although it was underpowered, the V-173
made nearly 200 test flights.

Windows in the V-173's nose helped the
stlot see better during landings.

power—two three-blade propellers, each
powered by an 80-horsepower Continental
engine, were barely adequate to propel the
one-and-a-half-ton wood-and-fabric craft—
and pilot discomfort, exacerbated by poor
visibility, due to the required prone
position. (The V-173 was modified to allow
the pilot to sit up, and a window was
installed between the pilot’s feet to provide
-“sibility during landings, though Guyton
z:aimed he never used it.)

In general, the strange-looking machine
lived up to Zimmerman'’s expectations. The
V-173 was controllable at a 45degree
angle of attack, could take off within 200
feet, landed at under 50 mph, and, despite
Guyton's best efforts, would not stall or
spin. The V-173's top speed in level flight
was only 138 mph, however, and true
vertical flight was impossible—a problem
both Zimmerman and the Navy blamed on
law-power engines.

The Pancake's sturdiness was
dramatically demonstrated during an
emergency landing necessitated by a vapor
lock in the fuel line: forced to land on a
beach, pilot Richard Burroughs swerved to
avoid a sunbather, and the Pancake, true to
its name, flipped over. By the time a rescue
Crew arrived, Burroughs had clambered out
unhurt, The aircraft, too, was unscathed.

All this persuaded the Navy to proceed
with construction of the XF5U-1. Its two
Pratt & Whitney R-2000-7 Twin Wasp
“ngines, producing 1,350 horsepower
Apiece, would solve the power peoblems.
The airplane was also given two specially
designed four-blade propellers. The wing
structure and surfaces were made primarily
of Metalite, a new balsa-aluminum
composite that was both sturdy and light.
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Fabrication began in Bridgeport,- .
Connecticut, in 1943, and rollout followed
in 1945. The craft was painted midnight
blue, and the “nose” sported Bugs Bunny

. riding a magic carpet, based on artwork by

the Warner Bros. studio.

Guyton and his colleagues made taxi and
other ground tests at the Vought factory
over the following 18 months, resulting in a
little fine-tuning. Flight testing was
scheduled at the Muroc Dry Lake facility
(now Edwards Air Force Base) in California.
But on March 17, 1947, just as the Pancake
was being readied for shipping through the
Panama Canal, the Navy telegrammed that
the project was canceled. The Pentagon had
seen the future, and the future was jets.

_ Another propeller-driven fighter seemed an

= unjustifiable expense. The contract was

 terminated and the Flying Pancake
terminally grounded: Navy brass ordered
the aircraft demolished. The reason for the
destruction order is a mystery. “I have
never found anything that explains why the
Pancake was destroyed,” say's Navy
aviation historian John Elliott.

The XF5U-1 was wrecked—with some
difficulty, bolstering its reputation for
strength—in 1948. The partially
disassembled V-173 at the National Air and
Space Museum'’s fadlity in Suitland,
Maryiand, is all that remains of
Ziminerman's vision of Flying Pancakes.

—Katie Janssen
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The Public Iuterest 1s The First Concern Of This Newspaper

'
FAYETTEVILLE,
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FEBRUARY 4, 1'08

alrborne craft last summer and later
in November which puzzled them, At
the time they discounted the siphting
as stiange but nol noteworthy, More
concerning all these Incidents, in-
L cluding what the three women saw,
will tollow later in this series.
Sightings reporiad
Since the Jan, 19 report of this car
chase, at least 200 residents of Littje

A Llide River News phota.
rrapher ook this 3n.cercand
time exposure Jan. 25 of ane
ol the stranpe lighte, The
Heht was 20 degrees above
the harirzon and made two
Idegree turna,

EDITOR'S NOTE <~ Residents of
the small seuthu et Arkencas town .
of Foreman hean _spetting unee-
Plamad hghte in the nucht <k late
N Devemivr, Siace then, (he loval sheritl’< oflicr 1 sny Ihey hare seen *
Aenfle department has meeived something in the n;uhl they canmn
mor= (Aan 20 report.e of unidentifind identity. No ame Anows Iwre inAn
rtpcte flving over the Foreman/ mate have sen *mnething tut ref.
Ashdoun area it nocth of Tre. wreed o repurt it for fear of ridicule,
arkana, Several eecidents have Thete  wha claim 1o have seen
rpeted (At the ohjects do more unidentilicd flying linhts ape objecls
Urin simply Or over at night. The mear Foreman inchade teachers, en.
Foreman sightines are umesual in Rinerrs, a declor, several NTW P pep
he Mistory: of unesplaireg acrial reporters, a former military airman
pherormena, Rarely do sinh CPises  pry an Irast one ¢laclad meenter of
continwe as long as this e or In- the local tawn council,
velve as many fesye. Unlese other- Though it canmt be conlirmesd,
nite poial, all epneades recountod in there are reliabile reports that at
this five part sef1es ) the Forcman
GKNUngE  wwre  told LiestAamd (o
Times repswter [l Macomber (here
by ereaitnexers At NS ime (he
urbtney amtinie, Eflorts to fiod
miliary or commereial arr explana.
uoas have yieldex! oo answers,

gt s
Istof a 5-part serles
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Iy BILL MACONMIER
Diine Aiaft Wnyier,
—
Reparta of Ihe unewplalned
Foreman slphtings in southwest
Arkansas reachel the attention of
the mevtia sfter a Jan, 19 incident in
which trree Foreman women sald o
“beight lIght'" chased their
automotle on a tuy lane highway,
The three wnmen w ere driving hame
from a local taskethall parne when
the incident occurexd. All three have
laed most of thelr lives in the
Foreman aren fint north of Tex.
Arvana, They ‘are mnthers aod
hirinestwomen. 1lwne who knaw
Uwem well affirin they are not heavy
Tdrinkern, nor are they drug-takers,
The theee women themselres @y
they don't know what it wag thry
. They fiel koorw they aw smne.
Ihing Ihey have never ‘seen hefore
Wt Irightrned them very inuch,

s

Two of the wornmn involved in tim
chase sy they had already seen an
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Ul'Os spotted
Arkaunsas people see strange
lights & shapes in the night sky

oorkes B e
River Conty have eallmd 1he Incal o

MUFON (lield Investipator Charles Hullrr. looks over UFO photos In Th

—— ——

[y

" Map shows locatlon of Litlle ~
- River County, . . ,. '
teast one xherllf's depaty and a Unig
enlorcernent agenl have alto made
tichtings. lth men are understan-
dably reluctant 1o have Wicir names
made piblic,

So far no one has offered an expla-
nation thal would explain all the
alghtings,

Initial Associated Press reporty
based) on phone calls (o Foreman
told of the car chase and sute.~quent
sightings, Soum after, the Arkansas

. ',..,,. .,-,,-.',,,.."’ LR

.
i

&
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Carol Whisenhunt of AN Narbeewe at Fore
nlr teeshirts, egps (which are really ball
pershave been selling like hotcakes thare.

.
Garetle ran a story In which ¢ }
Rock attrvmomer oflersd ar o)
nalion of what people In | erer
Arkansas, sere spotting 1hw
astromomer himsell Nad n~t »-
the area, he a3id the sightirgs =
probably misidentifications &f Vs
and Jupiter, In a later ariibe,
same asironomer aaid (1 1r;.
could well be the peault of 11 1
shining on the belly of » snos 2=
Newapspermen comment
Jim Williamson and Geratt &
Ing Are copublishery of U ©
River News, the neathy /Zoh
newspaper which fiest tovk 2o
serimmly. When asked if the 1
enuld planetary >+'1vits
snowgeese, as the Little |
astromomer sald, Strip'ing rep
“That's intally, 109 pe-cenl, s
Iutely dyed Initheawna] wrieg
dint who took one look weeid §
that's pot what & s Propls o

e Littie River News ollice.

- UI'Os

e (Continued frutn pagelA)
™

Foreman and Ashdown,

_In a telephone interview with the
:flmu on Wednesday, Jan, 77, Stripl-
ing, who sells adverltising (or e Liji-
Ue River News, confirmed that local
residents were indeed consistently
spotling “*a series of lights.”" Same
lights blinked and others remained
constant. Colors seen, according Lo
Striphng, included red, yellow,
orange and whilte.

Stripling added his brother-in-law,
Jim Williamson, who writes and
Lakes piclures for the paper, had
photographed the lights for the Little
Hiver News. One photograph was a
J0-second lime-cxpusure of 4 briyht.
ly lit object making (wo %0 dJegree
turns while the camera's shulter
remained open.,

b Activity contlnues
sStripling added the aclivity was
continuing almost every night in
Eoreman. The earliest sighlings, ac.
cording o Stripling, were in
November, though few knew about
Wem until mueh later, He altributed
Wis lo e fear of ridicule.

<“For a lung time poople didn't
want o say anything,” Stripling
$id. “They think you're crazy.”
<Estimated altitudes of the
sightings ranged from treeto) level
10 4w feet, Stripling told e
Nmes. later, in Foreman, people
said that since the initial sightings at
least wo repulable witnesses have
placed the bright lights cither on the
ground or hovering two or three feet
Wove il.

=The nearcst Air Force installation
to Foreman is Warksdale Air Force
Base near Shreveport, 1a, The Ajr
Furce spukesman could not account
for what people around Foreman
were secing. He said there has been
no unusual mililar{ aclivily in the
region. While mid-flight refucling
operations over the sighling area
have been common for years, those
operations take place at altitudes of
200w feet and up, according o the
Alr Force. Foreman residents have
Rrown up viewing such nipht-sky
maneuverings. They hnow whal a
refueling operation lovks like, Uicy
‘lqy,an that isn‘t what they are sce
B4 L

The Air Foree also said no -one
frum the military would be traveling
to Foreman to ook into the matter,
Project Blue Book, the official Air
Foree siudy of the UFO expericnce
in America, officially closed its files
I 1969, The Air Force s no longer in
the UFO business, at least publicly.

. Repubar air traftic

Other regular air traffic over the
sighting areaincludes Air Lile, o
huspital helicoptor operaling out of
Texarkana, Air Life shuttles repu.
larly to and from rural car wrecks
and other medical emergencies in
the Foreman arca. There are also
cdmmercial airline flight palterns
approaching the Texarkana airport
over Foreman. Area nutives
recognize these nocturmal lights for
what they are. They aren't what
people are seeing cither, they say,

o the south of Foreman I8 the
e River Ariy Depot. Mast of the
activity at the military base
rovolves around the restoration of
acmy tanks. A public allairs official
at the depot told the Times there is a
heliport oa the pgrounds, but that
night flipthts are extremely rare. The
official knew of no night exerclses
which anight involve (he use of
llares, ' "

In a long-distance phone eall later
on Wednesday, Jan. 22, Williamson
said e episwdes, which had become
aljnost nightly, appeared (o be
“snowballing” e said a South-
western Electric: Power Company
rwal electric substation scemed o
be 2 pivol point” for the sightings,
The sulstation i located along the
Aoderson latecal, a dirt road runn-
ing through the Red River bottomns,
The bottoms, like most of Little
River County, are (1t with i pines
growing almost anywhere not
cleared for howses or crops. Farm-
ers in the bulloms grew cotlon be-
fure switching recently to wheat and

soybeans,

‘711 the midst of these Nat fields,
agcording: to Willimmson, cars were
lining up cach night alony the dirt

fuads leading (o the sulstation. Feo-
ple were waiting and watching,
Williamson said the substation had
turned into a “cheap date.” The
view from e sulstation allows for a
nearly 360-degree view,

Saw bright light

“We saw it Monday," said
Willinmson, adding he spotled e
object (which he photographed mak-
I %0 degree turns) while In (he
company ol an emergency medical
techniclan and an emplayee of the
Arkansas Game and Fish Commis-
sion. All three saw the bright, oddly
behaving light which shows up on
Williamson's filin as a 2g-1agging
streak ol light,

On the phone Wednesday, ar-
rangements were made lor William-
son o mect the lollowing day with a
Times reporter who would travel lo
e Foreman/Ashdown arca in he
company of a Fayelleville man,
Charles llulfer, a Mutual UFQ Net-
work member who was (ascinated
by reports he had read of e
sightings. Hulfer, 47, s a math
teacher who taught in West Berlin
the last 19 years belore returning
recently o Fayelteville. le Is a
muthematics graduate of the Uni-
versity of Arkansas. Hulfer has stud-
led unexplained acrial phonomena
for more than a dozen ycars now, A
member of Meusa, Huffer expressed

This is part one of

interest in- making the trip 10
Foccman, noting the episodes Urere
showed every sipn of ranking among
the inost noteworthy in Arkansug
history because of thele duration aod

the nuinber of people Involved,

Before hanging up Wednesds y,
Williamson told  the Nimes Ut
stories coming oul of LitUe Rock
conicerning VYenus and mounlit
Snowgeese deeply hurt e leelings
of people who were seeing Uungs
that could not be accounted for by
such simpleminded explanations, He
reflerred Lo Bob Taalfe, a Foremaon
man who his logged 1,600 hours in
the mililnr{ aboard B-52 bombe:rs,
“Ue (Bob) knew (rom the lx-ginmn;i
it wasn't Venus ‘or Mercury,’
Williamsun said.

Williamson also mentioned an
amateur astronomer ln Texarkana
who had studied the phenonicna
since the sightings began. William.
son said the astronnmer was per-
sonally convinced  that somethinyg
extremely rare was happening in
Foreman. The astronomer added,
according to Willamson, that the
lights and objects being seen over
Foreman were very possibly
**nothing n our solar sysiem.*

(Tomorrow's stary: Thrce young
wainen are chased by a UF0.)

a five part

series. The series is quite lenthy.
Part two will Be carried in:the April

issue of ORBITER.

The color sensation “black” Is due
to a complete lack of stimulation of
the retina. .
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Mbdm]n' the bome of i8¢
Nekoosa # Pager Plant, s 1
minutes away from Foremas
twolane Ark. lwy, 31 The o~
of sightings have ocrured o |
Inrming road (the Ander=rn 1210
thatl Intersects By, 2 Ixis
¢ (See UFOu page 741

Sang gy
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man says UFO o
bearings) and new.




